THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  WHITTLESEY 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 

Mr  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


HEALTH  FOR  1942. 


for  the  year  1942* 


I  herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report 


Your  attention  is  particularly  drawn 
to  the  remarks  on  Housing  and  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing 
my  appreciation  of  the  Council's  co-operation  during  my  term 
of  offioe  and  my  thanks  are  due  to  the  staff  for  their  willing 
assistance . 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

J . F . DAWSON , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


staff 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  :-  J.F. Dawson,  M.B. ,B.Ch. , D.P.H. 
Sanitary  Inspector:-  J. J.Beresford,  Cert . S. I.E.B. 

Meat  Inspector:-  J.H. Poles,  M.H.C.V.S 


Laboratory  Facilities* 

Nursing  in  the  Home . 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

Maternity  &  Child  Welfare. 

Air  Raid  Precautions. 

Facilities  available  under  the  above 
headings  have  not  changed  since  1941* 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Bakehouses-  Of  the  6  registered  bakehouses  all  are 

kept  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner. 

Butchers  Shops  &  Slaughterhouses.-  The  Butchers  shops  are  kept 
in  a  very  clean  and  sanitary  condition. 

Oases  of  emergency  slaughter  go  to  the 
local  slaughterhouses  find  are  inspected  by  Mr.  J.H. Poles, M.  R.C  .V.  S. 
Cowsheds  &  Dairies  -  During  the  year  the  general  standard  of 
cowsheds  and  dairies  Improved  considerably.  The  water  supply 
at  some  of  the  registered  premises  is  of  doubtful  quality.  It 
is  essential  that  some  method  of  sterilization  be  used  to  make 
the  water  free  from  harmful  bacteria,  where  a  pure  supply  is  not 
possible.  This  is  essential  for  clean  milk  production, 
especially  for  the  cooling  and  washing  of  utensils. 

WATER. 


satisfactory. 


The  Water  supply  continues  to  be 


SEWERAGE . 


I  must  again  bring  to  your  notice  the  antiquated  sanitary 
arrangements  existing  at  some  of  the  schools  in  the  town.  No  excuses 
on  behalf  of  the  responsible  authority  can  justify  the  existence  of  such 
arrangements.  It  is  Impossible  to  make  social  progress  unless  schools 
show  good  examples  in  the  simple  laws  of  hygiene  and /sanitation. 

i  7 

HOUSING. 

The  standard  of  housing  in  the  district  is  far  from  that 
which  will  be  desired  if  not  demanded  by  the  Post  War  public  both  civil 
and  military.  It  is  hoped  that  Whittlesey  will  have  their  plans  ready 
in  good  time  so  that  reconstruction  can  be  started  without  delay  as  soon 
as  hostilities  cease. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (See  Table  "A11) 

Scarlet  Fever  aocounted  for  17  of  the  oases  of  infeotious 
disease  notified  during  1942*  The  cases  were  spread  over  a  large  area 
and  their  occurrence  over  a  long  period  of  time  without  showing  any 
relationship  to  a  common  cause. 

The  other  point  to  which  I  would  direct  your  attention  is 
the  case  of  Diphtheria  which  leads  me  to  the  subject  of  immunisation. 

Of  my  3  Urban  Districts,  Whittlesey  has  the  lowest  figures  for  the  number 
of  children  protected.  The  Council  have  done  their  utmost  to  popularise 
immunisation,  it  is  now  up  to  the  parents  to  have  their  children  protected 
if  they  have  not  already  done  so. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION . 

The  response  to  the  Campaign  is  encouraging,  72$  of  the 
school  children  have  been  immunised.  33$  of  the  children  between  the 
ages  of  1  &  5  years  have  also  been  treated.  The  latter  figure  is  low 
and  every  effort  should  be  made  to  encourage  parents  who  have  not  yet 
consented  to  have  their  children  immunised. 


Return  of  Cases  Admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1942. 
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Disease . 

Scarlet  Fever. 
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